October 20, 1963

|

Mr. Juliue Bell Secretary s 41}
Atran Foundation, Imc. L ——
205 West 54 Street O
New York 12 N. Y. o

Desr Mr. Bell: )
In submitting :iikayi for continued support of the

YIVO Institute for Jewish Resedrch by fhe Atran Foundation, we should
like first to remew our thanks fox the assistamce extended so far.

It has given us the to blish and equip the Atran Exhi-
bition Hall on the ond floer of our building, which over the years
was the rlace of a 1y acclained annual exhibits. Their
toplog were enuue orts which we submitted to you earlier
this year. on May r jrd. in response to your inquiry.

Fros asong theu Wtc gingle out the exhibits on the

Jewish 1 town (“shteel” Eastern Europe and the one on Morris
Rosenfeld and the early veriod of East European lmmigration to this
country/ It is worth stressing that for all exhibits detailed cata-

los‘.n:l. ve compiled and published which constitute permanent contri~
butions to the .ub/ja}cu to which the exhibits themselves were devoted.
\

)

"~ 7The'1963 exhibition arranged by our Documentary Projects
division snder the heading Life Struggle and Uprising in the Warsaw
Ghetto dewnstrated one of the nost dramatic eveate im Jewish history
on the occasion of its twentieth amniversary. The disbursements for
tuis sndertaking bv far exceeded those of our previous exhibits, and
the direct costs were covered by the Conferemce on Jewish Material Claims
Against Germany Yet we should like gratefully to acknowledge that last
year's grant of $3 390 by the Atran Foundation has made it possible for
3¢ wideiy to publicize the exhibltion im primt, on radic and television,
to lay the groundwork for its showimg in other cities, etec. The enclosed
excerpt from the Copzressional Record im part reflects the lasting im-
sression which the YIVO exhibition on the Warsaw ghetto has left,




We are therefore asking the Atvan Foundation for an allocation
in the same smount as last year for our efforts to disseminate knowledge
on the basis of the incomparsble treasures of the YIVO collections and
thereby to spread the message of Jewish awareness and Jewish comtinuity.

Simultaneously, we ave turning to the Atran Foundation with the
rvequest for a special one-time gramt for a specific project. This project
stems not only from remembrance of things past, but addresses itself to
the task of community education in a constructive 1d long-range way. On
the initiative of a group of professiomal scholars comnected with outstanding
academic institutions in this country and abroad, YIVO has resolved that the
time has come to convoke 2 —e'narch conference on Jewish participation in
movemente dedicated to the cause of social progre The participants in
these novenents -- be it in Eastern Europe, in plondering Palestinme or in
the early phases of Jewish lghor in Anerica -~ could expect for themselves
just hardships and deorivation, In some countria ‘ imprisonment, de-
nortation and death What wmoved hundreds 6f thousande of men and women was
not the exnectation of personal benefits but a rudl‘nu for self-sacrifice
for the sake of the suffering Jewish Mlo and of humxgy as a whole.

Thus. the esphasis at the tm{forau will be mot so much on political
struggles (though they, too, are essential because of the peculisr pattern
of Czarist oppression which affec gix wlim Jews), but rather on the
~hilogorhies of the moveuents mwm Ithienl and hucanistic values em~
bodied in them.

The YIVO Mvium of mnm :im its inception has been emgaged
in studying this phas¢ 6f modern Jewish history and has published monographs
and whole volumes d #ﬁ to it. Ball vonder, however, that these studies
chiefly belong to an earlier period of YIVO's activities, With the destruc-
tion of Jewish 1life ‘gulture im Europe during and after World War II and
the rrofound social ehmu in- @t‘s ecountry, the nusber of competent scholars
in the field has been dwindiing and the danger became imminent that im time
there would be nobody left to tell the great story to the Jews who have
growm up L;\ the free aﬂutrtu of the world under cowpletely dif ferent com~
ditions. It gives us a good deal of pleasure to report that im the course
of the lde ears a r of young historians and sociologists in the United
states, and t Britain, both academic teachers with established
rcpuuum and graduate students, have developed a substantial interest in
the problers referred to above. Through them, research into Jewish social
history and ideologies has been beconing an academic subject in gemeral in-
stitutions of higher learning.

Obviously, these scholars are not drivem by nostalgia for a bygone
1ife which they thesselves have never known., What wotivates them is imsight
into the intrinsic values of the movements comcerned. Jewish ideologies to
these young scholars are test cases in Jewish social history and in the his-
tory of ideas in gemeral. They have turned to YIVD because of its detached-
ness from any partisan asproach and, on the other hand, because of YIVO's
bagic principle of evaluating any single Jewish phenomenon within the frame-
work of Jewish and general historical developument.



Tnquestionably, ome can also detect in this growing interest of
young Jewish scholars in Jewish social history -- just as im the growing
concern in acadenic circles with Yiddish 1 age and litersture - an un-
derlying search for Jewish idemtity The pmﬁ. of this fact for the
developwent of a mature Jewish community the world over canmot be ever-
estingted. Such a comsmumnity, it i8 now commonly vecognized, is impossible
before a Jewlsh leadershir emerges that combines vision for the futurewith
an intimate knowledge of the Jewish past.

Prolonged exchange of opimions in personal meetings and through
correspondence have led us to the conclusion that at this juncture a
scholarly conference is the best way to give further impetus to the work
started by individuals. Here are the terms of Mﬂm‘

Sgope. The conference will encompass mt. dedicated
to the cause of social progrese; im addition, it will examine the part of
individual Jews in comparable non-Jewish parties groupings. Only move-

ments and organizations committed to the u.ﬁ- of m.x daueney and
personal freedom will be included. A

N

Time and Plgee. The mfméc uﬂi convene in ln York in the
fall of 1964. It will last three days and hold morming and afternoom ses-
sions devoted to the reading of papers “uowsm

Asgrices. The conference SN téfald under the auspices of YIVO,
This will guarantee its e ‘ lovh{ 1\u consonance with accepted academic
2 mm v /S \‘\ \

Ientative Lis 1 m:l j;gpim_llek scholar mentioned below
has exoressed his willi & to ieipate: in parenthesis, the topics en-

visaged arve added the ligt is given only by way of illustration
and is far fm mgmnm ty tiutc program of the confereace.

Aﬂum Asehar. Breckiya College (Paul Akeelrod and the Pogroms
in R‘%niu During the Early 1880's;
’ \mehul &t r. Brandeis University (Aspects of History of the

torialist” Movement) ;
Sanel l r, Univereity of Jerusalem (not yet deternined);
1 University of Cawbridge, England (Aspects of

''''''' tha Labor Zienist Moveuent K 1890-1920):

Exra Mendelson K Columbia University (The Jewish Trade Unien
Movement in Ruseia Before 1914):

Moges Rischin, University of California, Los Angeles, author
of "The Promised City" (peper based on his forthcoming
bliogravhy of Abregher Cshan):

Leonard Schaviro, London School of Ecomomics and Political
Science (The Role of Jews in the Russiam Liberal Movement):

Harold Shukman, St. Antony's College, Oxzford, England (The Bund's
Relations with Iskra te 1903);

Henry Tobias, University of New Mexico (The Problem of Leadership
in Jewish Social Movements).
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As for scholars without academic affiliation who have done notable
work on vavious aspects of Jewish social history, invitations will be ex-
tended, among others, to Rudolf Glanz, Jacob §. Hertz, Abraham Menes and
Zosa Szajkowski.

ze, The Research Plamning Committee of YIVO, which
has laid out thc plms and conducted the work so far, will also be in

charge of the scholarly aspects of the conference. The Committee consists of
Dr. Alexander Erlich, Columbia University; Dr. Joshua A. Fishman, Graduate
School of Education, Yeshiva University; Dr., Uriel Weinreich, Atran Professor
of Linguistics and Yiddish, Columbia University. Specialists in several fields
of Jewish and genersl history have served and will continue to serve as con-
sultants,
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Financing., Office facilities and meeting roems will be provided by
YIVO and therefore involve no special expenses. The main expenditure is
transportation for the participants from outside of IQv York. While, in ac~
cordsnce with customary procedure, they would defray ﬁhp expenses of their
stay in Mew York out of their own pockets, it iI# the problem of traveling ex-
penses which assumes paramount importance. We count on two trips from Israel
($2,000), three from England ($1,800), and three from several points in the
United States ($600). Another $600 will be needed for small disbursements
in New York on behalf of the part::?ﬁh, for printing expenses (working
papers and summaries to be distributed in advance, programs and the like),
etc., Thiée brings the costs of the chnfcnncc to $5,000., Some shifts from

one budget item to another may be ﬁirﬂ/ a8 the conference tskes final
shape, but the expenditures as a wh u(n definitely be kept within the
indicated total. e N\
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We mpdotfnuy nk t}n Atrm Foundation to gramt YIVO, in
addition to the general dannual grant, the amount of $5,000 for the purposes
of this conference. less to say, abﬂth in the preparatory correspondence
and in the programs of the conference itself, as well as in the accompanying
publicity, &t will be stressed. tha; ‘the support of the Atran Poundation made
the conferenée possible. If, as we confidently hope, the work of the com-
ference will culminate in the publication of a volume of proceedings, the role
of the Atran Foundationm !an convening the conference will again be gratefully
acknwlodgid

. “May we be permitted, by way of conclusion, to express our
belief that the support of the Atran Foundation for this specific preject
would be particularly fitting in view of the life history of its founder.
The late Frank Z. Atran, indeed, may be considered an exponent of those
countless and nameless members of the rank and file who took part in the
struggles for justice and dignity. We feel that the conference proposed
bridging, as it intends to, the gap between the present and the daye of old,
will be a genuine tribute to Frank Z. Atran and his generation.

YIVO Institute for Jewish Research

Julius Borenstein
Chairman, Executive Board

Enc.: Excerpt from
Congressional Record



