On the!"dnftiative of the Hesearch Planning Committes of the YIivo
Institute for Jewish Regearch, the Executive Board of YIVO has approved
the plan of a research conference on Jewish participation in movements
dedlested to the cause of social progress. The theme encompasses the
different asvects of the history of Jewish movements which may be
broadly described as being to the left of center and, in addition, the
role of individual Jews in non-Jewish politieal parties and groupings
falling within the same ideologieal spectrum. Emphaeis will be placed
on developments in Eastern Europe, Isrnel and the United States from the
late nineteenth century till the present. The conference is to meet in

New York anéd to be in session for three days.
Timeliness of the Conference

For sometime the proposed subject matter of the conference has
been dealt with by what mey be called "party historisns," and many &
valuable volume has deen pudlished, In recent years, an interest in
these problems has arisen in academic eireles in thie country and abroad;
here, Jewish 1deologies and movements have begun to be regarded as test

eanses in Jewish soelal history and im the history of idens more genernlly.



It is felt, therefore, that the time haeg come to bring together
representatives of the two schools jJust referred to for a stimu-

isting exchange of viewpoints on methodology and material. The fact
that the conference will be held under YIVO ausplces will guarantee its
detrchedness in consonance with accepted acndemic standards and,

simul taneously, underscore the necessity of what has been the tradition
of YIVO pince ite inception: the use of genuine sources to the full
and the evaluation of any single Jewish phenomenon within the framework
of Jewigh and general historical developments.

The reaction of the scholars thus far approached has been
highly gratifying. Correspondence with a number of persons in the Uelay
Israel and England is still going on; however, a number of acedemically
prominent scholars have alrealy expressed their willingness to attend.
The following names(with the tentative titles of their pavere in
parentheses) are given only by way of illustration and, obviously, are

far from representing the final program of the conference!

Abraham Aecher, Brooklyn College
" (Paul Akselrod and the Pogroms in v
Ruseis during the early 1880's)

Michael Agtour, Prandeis University
(Aspects of History of the "Territorialist®

Movenent)



Jonathan Frankel, Jesus College,,
Cambridge, ingland (Aspects of
the labor Zionist Movement, 1890-1920)

Ezra Mendelson, Columbis University

o & (The Jewish Trade Union Movement in v
L it \
) ./\ Russia before 1914)
% /Zi(
Lt) Moses Kischin, University of Oaliformis,
Los Angeles (paver based on his forth-
' ‘ coming blogrephy of Abrabam Calan)
3/ / 7/ ";
4 \ / Leonard Schapiro, lLondon School of ¥conomics
A and Political Seience (The Role of Jews in
" the Russian Libderal Movement)
i X
N \\“k Harold ﬂ“n, Bt. Antﬂ”" Gollm. OxfOﬁo
~:¥ ary AN
3/ j‘ j ingland (The Bupd's Relations with lskra
| N s VAW A
n VN U to 1903)
 3;_ A ‘f\"’ . ‘w% \ Eenry Tobias, Univereity of New Mexico L
< AN B YV, af

(not yet determined)

As for historians who do not have academic affiliations but
who have done conziderable werk on various phases of Jewish soeianl
history and ideologies, it is contemplated to @m mgpationa. s-o\nc

others, to Rulolf Gl , Jacob S, Herta, Abrahan Mmh&hlb Spizman, /) |
“osa Sgajkowsky, 000

.....
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Flpancing

Since many of the prospective participvants reside outside of
the New Yorlk area, the problem of traveling expenges assumes paramount
importance. We count on financing two tripes from lsrael ($2,000) three
from England ($1,800), and three from several points in the United States
($600)s These travel expenses, together with disbursements in New York
on behalf of the particinante, printing sxnenses, etc., bring the coste of
the conference to the amount of §5,000. If this sum could be secured by
May 15, the conference could be held im the fall of 1963, No additional
fundg will be requested, but 1t 1ls suggested that shifts from one tudget
item to another be considered legitimate. Needless to say, the surport
of sny institution or individual will be gratefully aclmowledged.

The Research Planning Uommittee, which will aleo be in charge of
the scholarly aspvects of the conference, consists of Dr, Alexender Hrlich,
Columbia University; Dr. Joshum A, Fishman, Oraduate School of Education,
Yoshive University; Dr. Uriel Weinreich, Colubbia University. Specialiste
in several fieldes of Jewleh and general bhistory have served and will

continue to serve as consultants in the vreparation of this conference.

April 12, 1963 Subnitted by Max, e o4 .



