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Between the 1870s and the 1920s, perhaps a million and a half East European Jewish immigrants settled
in New York City. Together with their children, they eventually made up nearly a third of the New York
population, the city’s largest ethnic group. Not surprisingly, the immigrants’ Yiddish speech influenced
New York English, just as New York English and the language of the earlier wave of German immigrants
(especially) influenced New York Yiddish. Moreover, New York became a major center of Yiddish

culture, pioneering especially in such areas as press, theater and poetry. The city itself often appears

as a theme in Yiddish writing. Drawing on prose and poetry by such informants as Abraham Cahan,

H.L. Mencken, Sholem Aleichem, and Anna Margolin, this lecture will examine the mutual influence of

New York on Yiddish and Yiddish on New York in the years around the turn of the twentieth century.

Daniel Soyer is professor of history and Jewish studies at Fordham University. Among his books
are (with Annie Polland) The Emerging Metropolis: New York Jews in the Age of Immigration,
1840-1920 (NYU Press, 2012), volume 2 of City of Promises: A History of the Jews of New York,
winner of a National Jewish Book Award; and (with Jocelyn Cohen) My Future Is in America:
Autobiographies of East European Jewish Immigrants (NYU Press, 2006), an anthology of
translated Yiddish autobiographies from the YIVO Archives. Soyer is co-editor of the journal
American Jewish History, and an alumnus of the YIVO Summer Program ('75, ‘76, '78).
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Animal Crackers, directed by Victor Heerman, 1930.
Uncle Moses, directed by Sidney Goldin and Aubrey Scotto, 1932.
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American-Jewish Autobiographies, RG 102
Landsmanshaftn, RG 123 (But see also records of individual societies.)

For that matter, see the entire YIVO archives.

YIDDISH PRESS

In addition to microfilm collections at YIVO and the New York Public Library, see the Historical
Jewish Press website, http://web.nli.org.il/sites/jpress/english/pages/default.aspx



